PART x: 1784
him, by ourselves, men I was ill, (said he) I desired [Lang-
ton] would tell me sincerely in what he thought my life was
faulty. Sir, he brought me a sheet of paper, on which he had
written down several texts of Scripture, recommending
Christian charity. And when I questioned him what occasion
I had given for such an animadversion, all that he could say
amounted to this, - that I sometimes contradicted people in
conversation. Now what harm does it do to any man to be
contradicted?5 BOSWELL. CI suppose he meant the manner
of doing it; roughly, - and harshly.' JOHNSON. 'And who is
the worse for that?5 BOSWELL. elt hurts people of weak
nerves.' JOHNSON. CI know no such weak-nerved people.*
Mr Burke, to whom I related this conference, said, 'It is well,
if when a man comes to die, he has nothing heavier upon his
conscience than having been a little rough in conversation.*
He had now a great desire to go to Oxford, as his first jaunt
after his illness.
On Thursday, June 3, the Oxford post-coach took us up
in the morning at Bolt-court. The other two passengers were
Mrs Beresford and her daughter, two very agreeable ladies
from America; they were going to Worcestershire, where
they then resided. Frank had been sent by his master the day
before to take places for us; and I found, from the way-
bill, that Dr Johnson had made our names be put down, Mrs
Beresford, who had read it, whispered me, cls this the great
Dr Johnson?' I told her it was; so she was then prepared to
listen. As she soon happened to mention in a voice so low
that Johnson did not hear it, that her husband had been a
member of the American Congress, I cautioned her to beware
of introducing that subject, as she must know how very vio-
lent Johnson was against the people of that country* He
talked a great deal, but I am sorry I have preserved little of
the conversation. Miss Beresford was so much charmed, that
she said to me aside, *How he does talk! Every sentence is an
essay.' She amused herself in the coach with knotting; he
would scarcely allow this species of employment any merit,
<Next to mere idleness (said he,) I think knotting is to be
reckoned in the scale of insignificance; though I once at-
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